
  

                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

The EU DSO entity… 

 is formally established by the Electricity Regulation (EU) 2019/943 

 shall give electricity Distribution System Operators (DSOs) a 
coherent voice in the European institutional setting (vis-à-vis the 
European Commission, ENTSO-E and ACER) 

 is focusing on technical issues in a neutral manner  is assigned with 
tasks such as the development of proposals to EC for Network 
Codes and the cooperation with ENTSO-E on coordinated, secure 
and reliable operation & planning of their respective transmission 
and distribution grids, TSO/DSO dialogue and platforms for active 
system management 

 has registered European DSOs as members, who participate 
directly or indirectly (via their national or European associations)  

 is financed by its members through grid tariffs at national level 

 has a fully-fledged organizational set-up consisting of a General 
Assembly, a Board of Directors, a Secretary General, a Strategic 
Advisory Group  and (Country) Expert Groups 
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Visit the Website www.(x).eu (x) 
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Registration  

 

  

Motivations for the EU DSO entity 

Why should I register?  
 To make my voice heard and to ensure that my own DSO interests and 

values influence the EU DSO entity’s decisions 

 To guarantee diversity and a balanced representation of all DSOs in Europe 
(big - small, local – urban etc.) 

 The larger the register of subscribing DSOs, the greater the  legitimacy and 
power of the EU DSO entity will be.  

What does my registration for membership entail? 
 A vote in the General Assembly (direct or indirect participation possible) 

 The possibility to apply for membership in the Board of Directors 

 Potential participation in one or more of the Expert working groups 

 Information, feedback  and assistance from my EU DSO entity  

How can I register? 
 Answering a formal call to register for the EU DSO entity that shall be 

launched by the end of 2019. 

 Registration form will be available on the website: www.(x).eu (x) 

  If you are interested in more information regarding the registration 
process, please get in touch with your national or European association. 

 

  

 

The changes of the energy system are evident 

 

 From fossil to renewable, intermittent 

power sources  

 From centralized to distributed and flexible 

electricity generation 

 From analog to digital power and data 

management 

Changes lead to an enhanced role of DSOs 

 

 DSOs are integrators of the largest share of 

renewables (> 90% at DSO-grid) 

 DSOs become active system managers as they 

face challenges of increased volatility in energy 

supply and grid stability 

 Holistic DSO-TSO network planning and 

cooperation needed 

  

 

Single point of contact for Network Codes 
 

    

     

                         
                                                                                                                                 

The EU DSO Entity is the only means of representation of 

the DSOs regarding the development of network codes. 

Membership shall allow to actively contribute to the 

respective decision-making process. 
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3 The EU DSO 

entity !  



 

Motivations for the EU DSO entity  

 Reflecting the new central role of DSOs in the energy 

transition 

 Strengthening the cooperation between DSOs 

 Creating a forum of expertise and exchange of views 

between DSOs on a range of topics that relate to their 

business and the development of network codes 

 Facilitating the DSO/TSO cooperation as well as the 

technical expertise dialogue with other stakeholders 

 

“In order to increase efficiencies in the electricity distribution networks in the 

Union and to ensure close cooperation with TSOs and the ENTSO-E, an entity 

of DSOs in the Union should be established.” (Electricity Regulation) 
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Participation  

 

All 2 500 electricity DSOs in Europe can become members.  

 Registered members may participate directly or be represented by a 
national association designated by the Member State or by a Union-
level association.  

 Interested electricity DSOs that are not subject to EU energy rules and 
are registered outside the EU can become Associate Members and 
follow the work of the EU DSO entity by attending the Assembly 
meetings. 

 Existing associations (national or European) representing DSOs will have 
the right to participate as observers at the Board meetings.  

Practical information on costs  

 No immediate costs at time of registration 

 Fair and proportionate membership fees that reflect the number of 
connected customers  

 Membership fee shall be included in DSOs’ revenue streams through 
grid tariffs at national level, subject to approval of its respective National 
Regulatory Authority (NRA) 

                                                                                                                               7 

 
 



 

Establishment of the EU DSO entity 

How to set up the EU DSO entity  

With the support of the European Commission and ACER, DSOs are working 
together through an ad hoc structure composed by  

 A Joint Task Force consisting of representatives from EU Associations 
representing DSOs (namely: CEDEC, E.DSO, Eurelectric and GEODE) and 
representatives of DSO companies. 

 Four dedicated Working Groups composed by DSO company experts and 
association representatives.  

To materialize the creation of the Entity, the DSOs Joint Task Force shall submit 

to the European Commission and ACER the following  compendium of 

deliverables: 

 The statutes, including a code of conduct and its annexes; 

 The rules of procedure, including the financing rules; 

 The rules on the consultation process with ENTSO-E and other 
stakeholders; 

 The list of potential members.  

When shall the EU DSO entity be established? 

 

 

  

Tasks of the EU DSO entity  

An expert entity strengthening the cooperation 
between DSOs at European level 

The EU DSO entity has been legally set up by the Electricity Regulation (EU) 

2019/943.  

It is a body fostering the cooperation between all electricity Distribution 

System Operators at European level, irrespective of their size and type, 

working for the common European interest.  

As an  entity focusing on technical issues in a neutral manner, it does not aim 

at representing particular policy. Neutrality has to be ensured.  

 

Main 
tasks 

 DSO/TSO cooperation: promoting the 

optimal and coordinated operation and 

planning of DSO/TSO networks  

 Consultation on Guidelines and 

participating in the elaboration of 

Network Codes which are relevant for 

DSO grids 

 

Others 
tasks 

 Facilitating the integration in DSOs grid of 

Renewable, Distributed Energy Resources 

and storage 

 Facilitating demand side flexibility and 

distribution grid users’ access to markets 

 Contributing to the digitalization of 

distribution systems (deployment of 

smart grids and smart meters) 

 Supporting the development of data 

management, cyber security and data 

protection 
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Organizational set-up  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Organization  

 
The set-up is geared towards a fair and diversified 
representation of all DSOs: 

 

General 
Assembly 

The Assembly will be the leading body of the 

Entity. It will consist of all registered Member DSOs 

(with voting power) and Associate Members (no 

voting rights). 

Board of 
Directors 

The entity will be managed by a Board composed 

by the President of the Board and 27 members' 

representatives, representing the 3 categories of 

DSOs. 

 

 

 

Strategic 
Advisory Group 

The Group shall be a forum of consultation on 

matters pertaining to the Association. It consists of 

representatives of the European Associations 

representing DSOs and representatives of those 

Member States without members in the Board of 

Directors. 

Expert Groups 
Expert groups will be mainly responsible for the 

technical work on Network Codes related to the 

operation of DSOs systems. Their composition shall 

reflect the technical and geographical diversity 

across Member DSOs.  

Country Expert 
Group 

The experts within this group comprise 1 DSO per 

country nominated by the DSOs from each country 

represented at the Assembly. 
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